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She was such an important part of 
the Museum when I was there, very 
much a true partnership with 
Bob….She often came up with good 
ideas for the Museum, such as buying 
several binoculars of various brands... 
to find the best ones for the viewing 
window. She then set up a project for 
me, and my reward upon completion 
was my pick of the binoculars. I chose 
my favorite pair, and they are still my 
go-to binoculars.  

Love and huge hugs, 

Ingrid and Graeme  

She and I shared a lot of time together as I i l lustrated her weekly newspaper 
columns when my kids were very young. Her support for me as an artist 
was invaluable. She was a force for good in the world! 

— Libby Davidson 

People have been birding outdoors and from the Viewing Window since the Museum 
opened in 1987. Over the years, 139 species has been reported on eBird for this location, 
and a whopping 4150 checklists. This makes us a Hotspot!  A huge part of this is due to 
hours of work put in by Megan Pratt, who went through many, many paper lists while 
submitting past data. Many of our non-feeder area birding checklists are recorded during 
the spring migration and summer breeding seasons. We discussed in our last newsletter 
how many great data were collected just this year. 

Our big autumn  birding event is the Big Sit! The Museum’s participation started in 2003 
when Jim Osborn and Gale Lawrence decided it would be a fun event and a fundraiser for 
the Museum. Since then, every October “Team Loonatics” birds from a 17-foot circle,  
from 6 am to 6 pm. Actually sitting is optional (but more comfortable). 

Thanks to all the birders who joined this year, and especially to Jim Osborn for helping to identify birds, keeping the 
group on track (when possible), and finding sponsors for the event. This year the team observed 23 species. Over 
the years, we have recorded from 18 to 32 species; the mean is about 26. This is a rain or shine event and the 

weather can have a big impact on birds, visibility and birders’ 
enthusiasm. 

It’s a bit of a potluck too: we share a great deal of yummy 
food to keep birders’ spirits up. One birder estimated they 
ate 264 calories per species seen over 12 hours! 
 
Photos by Kerry Hurd 
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… continued on page 10 
Gale and narcissus, circa 1977.  

Photo by Kari Jo Spear 
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This is the time of year where we have our annual appeal. We are raising 
funds for the first steps of the response to last July’s flooding (see 
“Bridge to Birdability” to the right). We expect this process to include 
relocating the bridge and rerouting trails. This process began with a 
needs assessment, and will be moving into a design phase before we can 

apply for construction grants.  

Your donations will fund hiring designers and  
engineers to help us plan construction and permitting.  

Please donate or renew your membership this winter. 
Thank you to those who have already donated! 

Please share this newsletter with your family and 
friends. Thank you, and happy new year. 
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Following Caitlin’s work on accessibility, it is one of the Museum’s goals to increase the accessibility of the property, 
especially along trails and grounds near the museum building itself. Birdability improvements could include widening 
some paths, easing the grade when possible, removing obstacles, and creating pause points for rest and reflection. 

The flood of 2024 has provided us with a specific need and the opportunity to do this.  

The flood eroded the trail down to Bob’s Bridge and damaged the bridge itself. This led to closing Gale’s Retreat for 
the months of July and August (see last summer’s Chip Notes for more). Thanks to volunteers and our neighbor, we do 
have workarounds for Hut guests, staff, and volunteers. We have been able to reopen the Retreat to rentals. The 60 
acres of trails on the far side of Sherman Hollow Brook are still closed to the general public. 

Our goals are new trails and a new bridge by 2026. We want to re-open access to the trails on the other side of 
bridge (on those 60 acres). Ideally, that would include an accessible trail all the way to the Retreat. We’d love to be 
able to re-host the Race Around Birds.  

We want to support people of all abilities in enjoying and relaxing in the outdoors.  
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BIRD MONITORING WALKS 

WINTER HOURS  

THE GIFT OF ART 
a slightly random show 

VERMONT’S WINTER BIRDS  
birds, birding, and conservation 

GALE’S RETREAT OPEN 
HOUSE & FULL MOON 
CELEBRATION 

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 

• COMING SOON • 

See more art workshops, birding  
opportunities, carving classes, and other 
details at https://www.birdsofvermont.org 
/special-upcoming  
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Birding in  
Vermont  

Owls 

Introduced  
Birds 
 

Birds in Art 

Invasive Plants 

Coffee-Bird 
Connections 

Feathers 
 

Cold Winter, 
Warm Birds 

All About Bird 
Eggs 

Migration 

• LIBRARY DISPLAYS • 

Did you know you can purchase passes to 
visit the museum and the shop? You can give a 
gift certificate for programs, including small 
group nature/bird walks for friends and/or fami-
lies. Or you can give someone an entire  
Museum membership.  

These make wonderful holiday gifts, especially 
for those who prefer experiences to objects.  

Call 802 434-2167 to arrange these gifts. 

#AskBob 

Q: What was the best vote you ever cast?  

A: Don’t have one; I seem to often be on the losing side. 

q Ali Wagner 

q Amy Alfieri and Dead Creek Wildlife Day  
participants 

q Audubon Vermont, Sarah Hooghuis, Hans Nedde,  
and the Junior Conservation Technicians 

q Becky and David Cozzens 

q Bill and Mae Mayville 

q Bob Lindemann 

q Caelyn Mercer 

q Carol Talmage 

q Charlie Frazier 

q Dean Grover  

q Debbie Duvall 

q Dick Affolter 

q Eric Johnson, Lachlan and Kassel 

q Evergreen Erb 

q Grace Nelson and Gail White 

q Janne Giles 

q Jim Osborn 

q Josh Ryan of Timber and Stone LLC 

q Kathleen Stutzman 

q Kerry and Linda Hurd 

q Lucy Broscious and George Figdor 

q Lynn Butler-Dube 

q Marie Johnson and the Huntington Open Mic 
participants 

q Megan Pratt and Nate Brault 

q Michele Patenaude 

q Mike Proia and Staff at Bread and Butter Farm 

q Rita Sloan 

q Rod and Fayne Lawrence 

q Rogan Poquette 

q Ron Brosius 

q Stevie Spencer 

q Stone Corral Brewery 

q Susan McCown 

q The family and friends of Gale Lawrence 

q The family and friends of Royce Irwin 

q The family of “Wood” Taylor 
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… continued next page 



FALL – WINTER 11 2024 

Kari Jo Spear, daughter of Bob Spear, is a writer of young adult novels and more. Her young adult novels, Under 
the Willow and The Silent One are available through amazon and other retailers. 

Her collection of stories, The Carver’s Daughter: A Memoir, is available in the museum, at Phoenix Books in Vermont, 
as well as from all major online booksellers, including bookshop.org. An eBook version is available also.  

Kari Jo is on the web at https://carversdaughter.blogspot.com/ You can follow her on Facebook as Carver’s Daughter 
https://www.facebook.com/Carvers-Daughter-105285684579200 . 

In October, the Birds of Vermont  
Museum welcomed two waterfowl  
carvings for inclusion in the Wetland  
dioramas. Debbi Wetzel delivered her  
late husband Adam’s carvings of a male 
Hooded Merganser (carved in March ‘87) 
and a Canvasback in eclipse plumage 
(carved in Jan. ’86).  

Living and carving in Putney, Vermont, 
Adam spent his forty-five year career as a dedicated 
woodworker and member of the Green Mountain 
Woodcarvers Club.  

With great appreciation for the Wetzel family’s  
generous donation, the museum is proud to 
add these diving ducks to the flock. 



#AskBob 

Q: What is your pet peeve?  

A: Those, who from ignorance or greed, damage the earth. 

#AskBob comes from a collection of answers given in 1989 to John 
Johnson of the Burlington Free Press. 


