Lhip Notes

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE BIRDS OF VERMONT MUSEUM
YVolume 38 Sumuner 2004

FLOOD AND RESILIENCE

The good news iz that the museum building, the entrance bridge, culvert ares,
and step-poolzin the wibutary to Sherman Hellow Broclk are undamaged and
mtact after the floods of July 2024, The Trechouse, plonic areas, pond, Story
Trail, and the Bird Blind all are fine,

Thiziz notthe first time we've had to deal with flood damage. You may recall the
sudden storm in 2013 thatwiped out the path from the parking lot to the
entrance and a good bit more, We turned that inte an oppeortunity to build for
the future, with a multd-vear, muld-phaze project called Bridees fo Birds, We
thanlk everyone whe was part of that for their amaring generosity and superd
work: volunteers, denors, John Scott Excavating, Dean Grover Engineering,
Engineering Ventures, Timber and Stone LLC, and Anne Dannenberg. They
created the entrance bridge, the rain garden, the step-poclz in the tributary
streatn to Sherman Heollow Broolr, and the pollinator plantings that protect the
slopez around and beneath these, All ofthose structures handled the recent hegvy
Aows ofwater a3 nfended, demonstrafing how a restlient design can cope with a
changing climate!

Thiz vear, other partz of our property were not zo fortunate. On the south zide, we have obviouatrail damage on
portionz of the Spear trall, and we are evaluating the upper reaches We may need to reroute segments of the trail,
build waterbars, or do other erodon repar and prevention. Atleast one of the "Birders’ Shorteut” tralleneedzarepair
and restoration of the boardwalks, and improved marldngs Thesetrails can be walked with caution,

The original Dizeovery trail wasz damaged snd portionsz are inaccessible—itloat
both foot bridges, haz a deeper and broader gully, and the further sectionz are
cut off. Thiz dde all iz currently deozed. However, Caitlin Fazz, one of our sum-
mer Muzeum Assistants, adapted the Meadow Trail to be uzed for Dizcovery as
well Sheupdated maps and dgnez, and
helped place pauze pointz and benches

The biggest challenge willbe Bob'z Bridge
and access to the north dde of the proper-
ty—the 40 acres on the far side of Sher-
man Hellew Brook The trail from the
muzeum building to Bob’z Bridge hasz
eroded dgnificantly, most noticeably
where it met the bridge. Water rushing
around the footings of Bob’z Bridge created a significant gap, As of thiz writing,
the bridge iz notto be used to reach museum property on the far dde of the

Eireatn.

We alzo evaluated the condition of the trails on that side, Theseneed zome trees
cleared (chainzaw weork), have some eroded areas, and still need waterbars, buat ... continued on page ||



DICK ALLEN, WOODCARVER & TRUSTEE

Dick Allen (19%31-2024) was a generous and capable perzon.,
He served in the Navy, ralsed a family, managed alocal JC
Fenney, and wasz a woodcarver, Always fascinated by birds,
he started woodearving in the 1980z or %0z He dezcribed
himself az zelf-taught through books and carving magazines,
with “lots of trial and errer”,

Dick contributed eleven waterfowl] carvings to the Mussum's
permanent collection: the pairs of Buffleheads, Leszer Scaups,
: Goldeneves,
Greater Scaups,
and Canvazbacks
He alzo carved

the male Common ) 8 ' : .
Merganszer. All Dick Allen at work on the Buffleheads in 2011

appear in the Museum s Spring Wetland Disrama,

In addition to carving for the Museum’sz exhibits, Dick served on the Board
of Trusteez and volunteered for the Museum for many vears Hiz generous
donations of tme and aldll were and still are very much appreciated.

Dick pazsed away in June of thiz year, and we will mizzhizwit, charm,
creativity, and dedication, We extend our deepest condeolences to hiz entire

Family.

Lesser Scaups by Dick Allen —the Three Musketeers 3

REMEMBERING NORM & DOROTHY PELLETT

In 2023, we said good-bye to both Morman and Deorothy Fellett, Thiz pair of
wonderful people were part of the Muzeum from the very beginning,

Horman met Bob when Bob was just starting to convert the old bam inte a bMuzeum.
Horm’'zbackground and careerhad alwaysz invelved plants; he waza UV profeszor
in the horticulture department for 29 vears, He wrote Nafive Shrubs and Vine for
MNorthern Neww England Landscapes and The Fardener’s Quis Book, az well az co-
authoring Landscape Plants for Vermontwith Mark Starrett. Norm planted the crabap-
plez and the degwoods that grow in the Muzeum’s "back vard”. You can zee them
from the Muzeum's viewing windows, the treehouze, or by walldng through the cedar

hedge. These amall rees have been enjoved by countlezebirds and a plethora of other
wildlife,

D erothy waz a writer and ran a small nursery, She shared her love of the muszewm by

publishing numerons articles about the Muzeum (and other topics) in several local

Grouse in crabapple planted by

newspapers, magazines, and newsletters.

Norm Pellett
Neorm and D erothy were the kind of people that made yvou want to drop everything you
were deing, just #o vou could #it by the window with them, watch birds, and listen to their stories
Beautiful chituaries aboutthem can be found online:
https fww sevendayset com/lfe-linesfobifua ry-norman-pelleti-1934-2023-397224558
hftps: e, legacy, comjobifuaries/ name/ dorothy-pelleff-oMfuary ipid=205219530 N
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Carving Corner:
& Festival of Woodcarving »

We did something new this August: hosted the
Green Mountain Woodcarvers’ three-day seminar
and their annual show as well!

During the class, Matt Strong and Bob Lindemann
taught the carving of a 3/4-scale Mallard drake.
Several styles of carvings were possible, from decoy
to smoothie to highly-detailed.

At the show, carvers, vendors, demonstrations,
activities for beginners, and more were on offer.
We look forward to next year. ]

Wishing for..

Volunteers for trail crews after July’s flooding rain,
including one to coordinate

» Donations for heat pumps

= Donations towards repair/replacing Bob’s Bridge
and trail to it

= Woodchips for trails
» Funding to support fall/winter interns
= Pedestrian counters for trails and outdoor use
= Binoculars for public programs
»  Gift cards to Guy’s Farm and Yard for bird seed
Please contact us if you can help.
=

2024 ART EXHIBIT: THE POWER OF PERSPECTIV.

The Birdz of Vermont Musewn hasbeen hosting themed community art
shows dnee 2014, Each winter, the staff develops abird-related theme for the
exhibit and invites mbmizdonzin varied media Our2024 art show, The Potwver
af Persp ective, poses and answers quesdons of how our bodies, ideas, and
azmumptions might alter or affect what we perceive, think about, imagine, and
understand birds,

Each workreflectzthe theme in itz own way, The art includes distant vews
from above, below, nd ddeways; magnificationz and doze-ups; zeazonal,
ethical, and metaphorical angles; daszsic human-illustrates-bird compesitions;
immerdenzinte habitats; and differing zenses and unumal spedes

[tizan adventure, wving to fit together the many perspectives, stylez, and
mediainte a cohedve show that (we hopel tellz a story or two, Over 50 artiats,
photographers, and poets of all ages exhibit their worls thiz year.

Exhibiting Artists and Poets
Adamn Forguites (South Hero)
Alizon Forest (Huntington)

Anita Michele ([ Swanton)

Annette Goyne (Richford)

Aprille Soon sz Palmer (South Hero)
Ashley Orton (Jerichao)

Beth Murphy (Bomozeen)

Carel MacDenald ( Calchester)
Carel MeDowell (South Burlington)
Chriz Selin (South Burlington)

Hannah Mahar (Grand Iz1e)
Heather Buzch Zeloniz (Bristal)
Jane Flonghman (MNew Haven)
Jennie Johann esen (Mendon)
Jo Marzan (Johnzaon)

John Hadden (Huntingron)
Tudy Brock {South Burlington)
Tudy Bush (Richmend)

Tudy Crocker (Burlington)
Tuliana Anderzon (Williston)

Debra Runge (Williston)

Denize Letendre (Casteton)
Diane DeBella (Addizon)

Elaine Ceolan (Swanton)

Elize Bouffard (Colchester)
Elizabeth Spinney (Huntingteon)
Greg Didyoung (Wilmningron)
Gretchen Alexander (Jericho)

Earla Van Vliet (Bristol)

Eay Johnson (Hinesburg)

Erista Cheney (3t George)

Lily Hinrichzen (Bristol)

Lucy Relling (Burlington)

Lynn Butler-Dube (Huntdngron)
IMarcia Voger { Charl otte)
Idarrin 5 (Huntington)

DRSS FE peee
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)

Hunter by Sarah Ashe
(shown with permission)

Mliriam Adams (Hinesburg)
Maney Stone (Williston)
Mavin B (Waitzfield)

Micole Gadouas (Swanton)
Pedro Salas (Starkesbors)
Prudence I (Ezzex)

Fichard Crocker (Burlingron)
Sarah Aszhe (Middlebury)
Sarah Beozedahl (M eorth Here)
Steve Farrar (Richmond)
Surnimer Stratton [Hinesburg)
Tina Valentdneti ( Moretowm)
Tricia Enell (Williston)
Vivienne Strauzz (Bowling Green, KY:Iﬂ
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BIRD MONITORING WALKS
Safurdays Augdl, Sept 28, Oct 246, Nov 30, Dec 28 + 7,30
am (Ang), 8:00 am in fall and winter

Join the menthly menitering walls on the ruzenm 'z forest
and meadow trails. Flease bring your own binoculars and
dress for the weather,

Suggested denaton: &5« Outdoors

the POWER of PERSPECTIVE
COMMUNITY ART SHOW
Dadly, Iay—D ctober

How might a change in perspective alter our understanding
of the lives md needs of the birds who share thizwerld?
Explore answersfrom artists, poets, and photographers

Included with admissen

MEANDER for MUSHROOMS
Safurdaqy, September 14+ 9 - 1] am

Explore and learn about mushrooms: what they are how to
identify them, and the ezzsental roles they play.

Cutdoors, with Ieg Madden

DEAD CREEK WILDLIFE FESTIVAL
Safurday, Oetober 5 ¢ Dead Creel Wildlife Management
Area, Boute 17, Addizen

Activities for everyone-try bird watching, bird banding or
bird carving (in soap), There are different special actvities
gach year!

Cutdoors, open to all

#AskBob
Q: If I could do it over, what would you do differently?

A: Would have devoted a greater part of my life to
conservation education.

GMWC CARVE-IN / ANNUAL MEETING
Safurday, October 54 10 am - 2 pm

Stop in towatch awood carver atwork, ask a question, or
join thiz carving dukb,

In the workshop

THE BIG SIT!
Safurday, October 13« Dawn to Dudk

Heow many birds can weidentify from a 17-foot dameter
circle from sunrise to sunset?

Oatdeoers

WALKING STICK CARVING
Saturday, Novernber 2 « 10000 arn - 3: 30 pm

Carve and eagle nthe meming; custemize your walldng
sickin the afterneon,

In the workshop, with Beb Lindemanm « Idax 8 attendees
Idust preregister

TREE ID for BIRDERS & FRIENDS

TED, Ocfobers morning

What tree {or shrub or other plant) iz that bird using? Why

izthe bird there? Let a conservation forester show you,

Cnitd cors, with Eathleen Stutzman

Sign up for events at
https.//www.birdsofvermont.org/special-upcoming

Watch our webazte and your emails for art worlesh ops, boolk
events, birding opportunites, and mere.

FPleqse note: we are sorry fo cancel
this year's RACE AROUND BIRDS diig for the floads and
bridge damage We plan fo be backnextyear.

FUN DAYS OF NOTE

September 7 International Vulture Awareness Day
Mational Hummingbird Day
Octofer 15 National Mushroom Day

To register, wisit
igips: S Bivdsefvermord o ngfs pecial-upeosming!
then click or tap on the event rame — or call (#02) 434-2167
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Thank You!
qg Kerry and Linda Hurd g Dismas House BIRDW ATCHER BARBIES
g Rob Frost a Sp?ar Society members Have youneoticed a few Barbies around the Muzeum
g Mike Cousino ggml?\%eﬁ’giniOb SIS recently? For the last two years, we've off ered a different
g Mae and Bill Mayville John BrOSCiOL‘JS, kind of scavenger hunt!
q Carol Talmage él.ice Shfnslz-Sir.T;pson, It all started with a party for Liza M orse’z birth d ag,
q David Provost C;;]Sgra (grla%\(,jvil % Thank:zte her mother Alice Meorse's inspiration, ereativi-
q Alice Morse Carol Matzke, ’ ty and humor, the hunt haz expanded from a few Barbies
q lanne Giles Erny and Darlene Palola, toa full activity,to the great enjovment and surprize of
G Mountain Wood Jim Morris and Pat many visitors, Alice donated several of Barbies, some
qa C;ﬁggrs ountain oo ?p'eg]?)n' with spedal ene-of-a-ldnd cutfits te match a certain bird.
Im Osporn
g KariJo Spear q Rebecca, E eep vour eyes open next tirme you vwizit! ﬂ
q Charlie Frazier @VermontForReal )
Qg Debbie Duvall, Michele @ Susan McClure of the
Patenaude and Megan Vermont Arts Council
Pratt g Mark Paul
g Rogan, Dick, Rita, S'tevie, q Elizabeth Spinney
Susan, MaryAnn, Erik,
Castle, and Lachlan @ are Instagram names

Accessibility

Wehave a brief S-question

survey about Museumn accesgbility,
Wouldvou take a moment to
answer it? Usa the link below, or
scan the code to the right,

wrttps S forms. gle/
HEsEVaETtzHweg7 VA

2024 Regile! Canada Goose by Dick “Woeod” Taylor

To enter the raffle, photocopy or cut out this ticket, fill it out (print
or type, please!), and send it in with $1 to enter. Or send 6 (six)
tickets in with $5, for extra chances to win.

Send tickets by October 15 for the drawing on November 1.

Birds of Vermont Museum, attn. raffle
900 Sherman Hollow Road
Huntington, Vermont 05462

If possible, please plan to pick up the carving if you win.

2024 Raflle: Canada Goose by Dick “Wood” Taylor

MName:
Address:

Phone / Ennail:

Kegse De aure we con read pour writing, Thank ! ﬁ




THE CARVER’S DAUGHTER

Part27: My Father and the Railroad Fill

The Colchester Canzeway, a scenic railtrail stretching
acrozzthe open water of Lake Champlain, iznowa
popular path forbiking and walkdng, But before it
became refurbished and fammous, only local people knew
it wazthere, and it waz dmply called the Railroad Fill,
There wasno convenlent parldng, ne smeooth gravel
surface, ne benches torest on,no bike ferry where a
drawbridge used to be, and nobathrooms on either end.
It was mostly uzed for fishing,

Butit waz alze known to lecal birders, my father

incuded

The first dme [ went out on the Railroad Fill waz on a
cold, windy day in late March, My father wazleading a
field trip along the three miles wail from Colchesterto
South Hero, He'd zaid there would be migrating duckzin
patches of open water. Something rare might turn up.

He dezcribed it az 2 spectacular and unuaual place,

The miner detail that there wasz a two-hundred-foot gap
where a drawbridge uzed to be didntbother him in the
least, He gotup before dawn, leaded hiz cance onto his
car, and drove to South Hero, Carrying the cance on his
shoulders, he walleed along the Railread Fill to the gap,
paddled acrozz, and left the canoe on the Colchester dde
Then he continued walking along the Fill to where a doz-
en of hiz birder friendsz, and me, were azzembling on the
Colechester shore Some of them had alzo left their carsin
South Hero where myv fatherhad parked and been driven
by otherz in the group to Colchester, That way we would
have vehideswalting foruz at the end and not have to
wallkk back. Iwaz glad [ didn't have anything to do with
figuring out whoze car went where.

If my Father was tired from all the early moming activity,
he didn’t show it az we started down the trail

“Where are the railread tracks?" I asked.

"Oh, they've been taken up,” my father said, "Thelast
rain to come through here wazin 1961."

Darn, I theught. That wasbefore I'd been bom. Mo
chance of jumping on afreight, the way they didin
movies Atleast | wouldn't have to worry about getting

i over,

But thewalking waz harder than it locked. The wooden
tiez that had anchered theralswere stll in place. In

between the ties were chunls of rocle that shifted
awhwardly under my feet. They hurt right threugh my
boots, and my ankles were ready to call it quits after ten
minutes

"Wait until we get out on the lake,” my father said,
walling bezide me at the end of the pack of birders, whe
were all sliding around on the rocks and ties the zame
way [ waz, My father seemed to be able to step from de
to tie without leclking,

Therewaznao lake in dght. Wewere walking in anarrow
crevice between vertical rock ledges The alr wasz cold
and atill Mud and ice mixed with the rocks and tiezin
places There were alzo old mattreszes and wome-out tires
that people had thrown away, My father frowned and
made hiz anmoved, grumpy zound every time we came to
oTLE.

But then, just azshe'd zaid, thelind ended and thelake
began

It waz allice, stretching away for miles on both ddes In
cne direction were the Green Mountainz of Vermont,
and on the other were the Adirendacks of New York,
forming a bowl that held the lake, All was slent except
for the wind that blew straight for uz overmiles ofice. I'd
never lmown what an iey wind really felt ke until then,
and I dizappeared into my jacket lilke aturtle

“The Railread Fill izmade of old marble,” my father zaid,
pointing out huge chunks of white rock that formed the
baze of the trail. "Thev're plecezfrom a quarry that
weren't uzable.”

The marble Blockswere lyingin a haphazard jumble, all
different sizes and shapes They glowed in the sunlight It
wazworth letting my eves emerge from myv jacket to
gare at them.

A short way farther, the trail abruptly ended. There waza
long gap of open water with big ice chunksfloating
around in it.

*There uzed to be a bridge here,” myv father zaid. All that
wazleft were the twe metal ddes and two Fheamsz cross-

ing high above the water,
"So where'z the canee?" [ asked, locking around.

“It’z a couple milez away where the drawbridge uzed
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tobe,” my father answered.

[startedto get a bad feeling, "Whait, thizim't where
weTe getting the ride acrozz?"

He shookhizshead, “Ne, We can walk on the I-beams "

Atleastmy lock of horrified terror wasz reflected on most
everyone elee’sfaces. Thetops of the [-beams weren't
much wider than my foot, Walldng on both I-beams= at
once waan't pezable, because they were farther apart
than a person’zlegs could reach. Likewize, the metal
ddezwere too far away to touch,

I'd never been very good at walldng the balance beam in
gym clazz, and there sure weren't anvy zoft matzunder
theze,

"Pick a bearn and go sideways,” my father 2aid, and saun-
tered onto a beam asnonchalantly az a great blue heron

might,

[ remembered storiez of hitn being an excellentice skater
and roller skaterin hiz vouth, Mavbe that'zwhere hiz
genze of balance came from. I certainly hadn't inherited
it

Idv father stood cutin the middle of the gap locking at

uzfor a couple moments, then he walked back and held
out hizhand.

T, T ozaid,

Hetookmy hand and gave it a squeeze, | held my breath
and shuffled ontothe bean behind him, It waz rusty, and

= A ~

A portion of the Colchester Causeway in 2024 + Photo by Kari Jo Spear.

little pieces rained down into the water, disturbed by cur
feet

“Ah, were polluting the lake," I zaid.
He snorted and kept going,

The farther wewent, the darker and icier the water be-
low locked. I could really, actually die right here, 1
thought, Butif I fell, I lmew he would jump in afterme
and haul me out onto ableck of marble like a zeal on the

edge of an iceberg,
I kept going,

Forever later, we reached zo0lid marble again, I collapzed
into a crevice between two pleces, out of the wind,
Gradually, I stopped shalting, He went back and forth
acrozathe I-beam, helping other birders who needed a
hand. & last, we were all collected into a little flock like
penguinz, huddling together for support,

The rest of the trip pazzed in a ldnd of fog of aching feer,
cold earsand fingers, and wind that blew and Blew and
blew. Finally we came to what my father called the cut
where the drawbridge used to be. There waz our canoe,
walting patiently where he'd left it hours before, There
were a few ducks floating around in the open water, and
we all dutifully pulled out binoculars. Iy father declared
them commeon merganzers and a few goldeneye. Any
senzible migratory bird, [ waz pretty sure, wasz atill in
Forida under a palm tree.

... continued on page 10
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Meet Evmma, Hans, and Juno, Bives recent inteons .

INTERN: EMMA DANNENBERG

When [learned about the Birds of Vermeont Muzeum and izm, and conservation with my classmates The overlap
how itiz the perfect culmination of two of my faverite between art, nature, and education iz one of the meat
things, art and birds, [ knew [ had to be a part of itin beautiful forcesin life, and [ am so thankdul formy dme
some shape or form, The last three vears | have been at the Birds of Vermont Muszewmn pursuing an Education
studying visual arts and envirenmental studies at Cham- internship allowing me to pursue thoze forces further.

plain College. Asan Eco-Rep on campus, [ am often Iy project for the Museum invelved making postersthat

sharing my mowledge of sustainability, environmental-

would provide visitors with an educational and visual
experience about the flora and fauna that populate the
natural areas and wailz of the Birdz of Verment IMuzeum,
Az an azpiring Waturalist Mlustrater, I created a variety of
colored pencil drawings of wildlife and plantz [ have seen
arcund the traills during my time here az an intern. The
wide array of species include white throated sparrows,
partridge berries, wild ginger, pileated woodpeckers,
pine zizldn, pickerel frogs, and eastern newts Addidonal-
lw, lillustrated afew notable locations along the Muze-
um's trail during different dmes of the vear, much aza
view of the vernal poolin the spring and lookdng atthe
stream from Bob’z Bridge in the winter.

[ am forever changed by my thme here at the Muzeum. I
thoroughly enjoved helping with the Race Around the
Birdas, attending D ead Creek Wildlife Diay, and creating
reelz around the Muszeum for the instagram page, [ feel
likke I will always have a home here, and abeautiful space
filled with a beautiful community to come and wzit,

— Entma Dannenbery 53

June Stahl waz an intern atthe Birds of Vermont Muszeum during the spring
of 2024, In addition to being a full-dme college student, she zomehow alzo
managed to spend close to 300 hours at the Muzewn,

Juno engaged in and accomplished many things at the Muzeum. The lizt be-
low iznot comprehendve, az she often jumped inte help Muszseurm staff with
additional small and large projectzwhen needed,

» Drafted ahunting pelicy for the Birds of Verment Muzeurn property by
rezearching possible scenarios bazed on existing deer populations, cur-
rentland usze, and staffing capacity.

» Added avemal pool tothe state map, while identifying macrsinverte-
brates and amphibianz in the pool.

» Participated in educational programs including (butnet limited te)
a rmushroorm wallk, 2 full meon walls, and abird identification clazs,

» Placed the Birdz of Verment MMuzenrn aza

... continued next page
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INTERN: HANS NEDDE

[ graduated with a degree in Environmental Studies from
St Lawrence University in 202 3, In my junier year, [
studied abroad in Mepal where [ researched vulture con-
servation and developed alove for birds Thave a distant
memeory of visiting the Birds of Vermont Museum when
[ waszyoung but had net returned dnce, Shortly after
starting an internship at Audubon Vermeont, Iredizcov-
ered the museum and applied. I greatly appreciated the
opportunity to experience two similar yet diff erent non-
profit erganizations in Verment,

At the museum, I worlted on a wide variety of projects [
started off by maldng activity sheetzfor an upcoming
book. I created bird-themed crossword puzzles, match-
ing games, and community sclence exploration activities,
[lowved the challenge of creating educational material

thatiz alzo fun and engaging,

Iknew I couldn’t intern at & muzeum filled with carved
birds without trying to make one myzelf! Fortunately,
with planzto create a touchable bird exhibit, I got the
opportunity to carve a Dark-eved Junce, The time,
patience, and attention to detall it tock to create a amall,

biceolored sparrow waz humbling, After months of chip- and Facebook accounts. I greatly enjoved seeking out
ping away, ['was thrilled to have created my first carved birds and shewing our followersthe amazing wildlife we
bird, Afterthe Junes, [tock on a Yi-dzed Whimbrel for have areund the misemm,

the exhibit, Thelong, decurved bill waz a wonderful

Az lwrap up thiz internship, I am thanldul for all of the

carving challenge,

great people Imet and the opportunity to learn and work
As an amateur bird photographer, Ithought I could at mich a fascinating place. I will mizz my time here but [
bring some of my photos and videszto the museum’s will surely be returning seon to walk the trails and
social media acoounts, Over the courze of my mtemship explore the museun,

[ created Friday Feeder Features, bird quizzes, and
promotional videos for the Birds of Vermont’'s Instagram

June fcontinued)

Eoint of Interest on iNaturalist maps, enabling projectz and collections

that can highlight spedes here
» Deocumented more than 30 specez of fungi en the Mussum’s property.

Juno'z enthusiasm forlearning about just about everything waz nfectious.
She pulled the stereczcope off aback shelfin the workshop and placedit
front and center on her desk, She waz constantly showingus (up clese)
astonishing things found in the vernal poal, in the pond, under a leaf, or

indide a mushroom,

We hope wherever she ends up, June continues to share herjoy and
enthusiasm of the natural werld with others,

— Museum: staff 2N

— Hans Nedde 83

Copepod, found in the vernal pool
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The Carver’s D aughler (continued)

If I thought I'd been cold before, that was nothing
compared to dtting on the bottom of ametal canoe that
hadice chunle bumping inte it. Getting inte and out of

the canee from slippery marble wam’t a lot of fun, either.

Thankfully, we were all zoon safely across, and everyone
scuttled along the last stretch, energlzed by the site of
land and treezto block the wind. Wy father, looldng like
an upside-down canoe with legs, brought up the rear., [
wazteonumb to remember much elze, but 1 finally re-
vived when [ found myself curled up on the seat of my
father's car in front of ablasding heater.

"Well, wam't that an interesting place?” my father adted
when he gotin, after tying the cance onto the reofrack

"Can [ count apenguin for my life list?" [ asked.
"DMd you zee one?" he asked with a amile.
“Mea, but [ tumed inte one”

Helaughed, "Well think aboutit." Then he added,
"Youmaybe don't want to conader a career az a tight-
rope walleer.”

I morted.

He handed me some warm heot chocolate from a
thermeos, Then he zaid, “Irode a train acrossthere onee,
quite a while age.”

There was something odd in hizveice, in the way he zaid
it. Why hadn't he mentioned that while we were out
there?

He didn't add anything mere.
"It must have been nice and warnm,” I finally zaid

"Actually, itwam’t.” He pauszed. "Itwasz during Werld
War II [ waz on my wav to boot camp.”

AUTHOR’S NOTE:

D

.

\ X o
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I-beam visible by leaning over the Colchester Causeway
bridge railing. * Photo courtesy Kari Jo Spear.

And hiztone said that he didn™t want to zay anything
more shout that.

It waz a very quiet drive home. Az sipped my hot
chocolate, Ibegan to understand that being able to walk
on that railroad fill with hiz daughter meant alot more
to him than the chance of zeeing a rare duds

_ Karifo Spear M)

Today, whatis knotwn @ the Tron Bridge on the Colchester Causetvgy has @ solid wooden floor, Dut tfyou look over the
edge, you can sHll see the Fheams that were, for a while, the only means of crossing the gap,

Kari Jo Spear, daughter of Bob Spear, is a writer of young adult novels and more. Her young adult novels, Under
the Willow and The Silent One are available through amazon and other retailers.

Her collection of stories, The Carver’s Daughter: A Memoir, is available in the museum, at Phoenix Books in Vermont,
as well as from all major online booksellers, including bookshop.org. An eBook version is available also.

Kari Jo is on the web at https://carversdaughter.blogspot.com/ You can follow her on Facebook as Carver’'s Daughter
https://www.facebook.com/Carvers-Daughter-105285684579200 .
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Water and Resilience (tontinued)

are otherwize paszable, The rentable cabin (Gale’s Betreat) izfine. We dosed the cabin for August to determine

alternate access routes,

Staff, board members, and velunteers continue to chedk the walls, take photes, measure gullies, and write damage
reports, We are protecting the public by closing off the trail to Beb’s Bridge and the entire north section of the
property, and closed booldngs of Gale’s Retreat via Vermont Huts temperarily, We cancelled Novermnber's Race A round
Lirdsfor this year. We met with Timber and Stone to assess posdbilities and feasibilides, We have been brainstorming,
dreaming, and planning about how we will tum devastation into something even better. Thank vou to all our board
members and spedal thanksto David Cozzens, Dean Grover, and Ron Brosius for helping us navigate and creatively

adapt to the changing circumstances,
We are aslting you to help in any way that workss for you:

w  VisHEhe museim. The Treehouse and side gardenzwere undamaged and are lovely spotzfor a
plenic, The Muzeum iz open Wedneadayz through Sundays 10-4 (normal hours), ¥Widt the art show
indoors; take awalk outdde, Some of you may even go minning to train fornext year's Race Around
Birds!

»  Help obhers. We lmow there are many individuals in Vermeont whe have ase lost much, and we
want them to recover too, Towns, other non-profits, and the state all have opportunities to help

»  Dongfe whenyou cai We expect to build for a redlient furure like we didin 2013,
probably in several steps. We are nowraising fimds for the design phase, where we
work with engineerzto plan a zafe, accezable bridge and rercuted trailz that improve
"birdability" too.

» Sk M fotch. Wemay need velunteers, planners, engineers, deners, grants, andmere,
We will write to you, update our websdte, and post on Front Porch Forum, We'll tell vou
moTe aswe learn more and feel free to reach out tous about vour experdae,

Thenk you ol for your support over the years—past. .and fliiure!

Birding Update: Thank You, Leaders

Every spring we host Early Birder Walks on Sunday
mornings in May and June. These walks are free to all, and
led by volunteers who are dedicated, skilled birders. This
year, we thank leaders Ali Wagner, Becky Giroux, Bill and
Mae Mayville, Hans Nedde, Lachlan Ziegler, Pat Phillips, and
Rebecca Waterman.

Over the course of two months, these birders and fellow
walkers documented 79 species on the property and
reported confirmed breeding behavior for Eastern Phoebe,
American Robin, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, House Wren,
Chipping Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, and Black-capped
Chickadee. Many other species were listed as possible
breeders as they were heard singing on the property, like
this Ovenbird.

Some attendees were new to birding, and returned to for
later walks, a testament to how great these leaders (and the \ed iy
birds) are. Thank you all! Ovenbird * Photograph courtesy Mark Paul

»
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Birds of Vermont Museum
900 Sherman Hellow Eoad
Huntingren, Vermont 05462
e, Birdsoffeermant. org

EETUEN ZEEVICE EEQUESTED

SAVE THE DATES

September 14 Ieander for Mushrooms
Detober 5 GIMWC Carve-In
Cetober 13 the Big Sit

Last Saturdays  Bird Monitoring Walles

Detuls inside and cn our website, Toregister, wisit
bttos fbirdiofpermont.orgfspecal-uhconingl oo
call (8021 434-2167 ar email sows e @B edsofie s orh ony

Folunkeers shorgys aelcome

#AskBob
Q: What is your pet peeve?
A: Those, who from ignorance or greed, damage the earth.

#AskBob comes from a collection of answers given in 1989 to John
Johnson of the Burlington Free Press.

Board of Trustees 2023-2024
William Mayville, Fresident
Mae Mayville, Secretary
Brian Werneke, Treamrer

John Broscious
Spencer Hardy
Jarnes Oszborn

Zac Cota-Weaver Becloy Cozzens
Zhirley Johnzen  Ginger Lublowitz
Eari Jo Spear  Elizabeth Spinney

Museum Staff
Erin Talmage, Executive Director
Allizon Gergely, Muzenm Educator
Eir Talmage, Outreach & IT Coordinateor
Caitlin Faszz and Brady Lasher, Museum Assistants
Molly Palmer, Broject Aszsistant

Please sentd commertds or changes of add ress fo
Birds of Verment MMuseurmn
200 Sherman Hollow Eoad « Huntingten, ¥T 05462
museum @b irdsofvermont. org o (R02) 434-2167

I you’d likce fo receive @ color DDF edifion by emad,
please confack us

Tisif oy we boife fo download back issues

The misston of the Bivds of Vermont Museum 15
to provid e educatlon, to nurture an appriciaflon of e enpironm ent, and
to study irds and thelr Roabliats using woodcarvings and ofiter Museum risources.


https://birdsofvermont.org

