
Bob Spear and Shirley met during his tenure at the Green  
Mountain Audubon Center, and remained friends. Here they are 
sharing a joke at one of Bob’s many birthday parties. 
 

©2012 Shirley Johnson.  
Used by permission. 

… “Shirley Johnson” continued on page 4 
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Sit. Reflect. Dream. Draw. Or just sit.  
One of the participants in May, at the stump circle  

near  Gale’s Retreat.   

From January through June 2025, the US federal 
government—the executive and judicial branches 
especially—have moved quickly in their efforts to 
make changes in conservation policies and practices. 
Some Executive Orders, decisions by the 
Departments of Defense and Interior, decisions by the 
Supreme Court, and aspects of the H.R. 1 budget bill 
will impact birds, most probably causing harm.  

Because we have limited space and because changes 
have happened quickly (and seem likely to continue 
doing so), we have posted an article on our website 
with links about these actions and expected impacts. 

Visit https://birdsofvermont.org/how-not-to-conserve-birds-
in-2025/  to read more regarding:  
· Legal protections  
· Land use by birds  
· Air and water quality issues 
· Ongoing data and research on birds  

You may also find useful information through the 
American Birding Association, the National Audubon 
Society, the Nature Conservancy, and the Natural 
Resources Defense Council (to name a few). Contact 
your senators and representatives to remind them 
that birds and their habitats are important. 
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… “Carver’s Daughter” continued on page 10 

Death Valley National Park. Photo by Kari Jo Spear 
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Ali Wagner (knitting) and Shirley Johnson  
participate in the annual Big Sit. 
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Alice C (Burlington) 
Alison Forrest (Huntington) 
Alyssa B (Colchester) 
Amanda Makepeace (Watkinsville, GA) 
Anita Michele (Swanton) 
Annette Goyne (Richford) 
Aprille Soons Palmer (South Hero) 
Cat McKeen (Essex Junction) 
Chris Selin (South Burlington) 
Dara Theodora (Fairfax) 
Deana Allgaier (Huntington) 
Deb Runge (Williston) 
Denise Letendre (Castleton) 
Elisabeth Mazzilli (Moretown) 
Elodie Parthenay (Longueuil, QC) 
Greg Didyoung (Wilmington) 
Hannah Mahar (Grand Isle) 
Heather Rusch Zelonis (Bristol) 

Henry S (Jericho) 
Jamie Quint (Richmond) 
Jennefer Jolls (Williamstown) 
Jessica Wilson (Saint Albans) 
Jo Marsan (Johnson) 
JoAnne Wazny (Enosburg Falls) 
Judy Crocker (Burlington) 
Julia S C (South Hero) 
Julie Dunigan (South Hero) 
Karla Van Vliet (Bristol) 
Katrina Meyers (Colchester) 
Kay Johnson (Hinesburg) 
Kristen Donegan (Essex) 
Kristin Dexter (Essex Junction) 
Lily Hinrichsen (Bristol) 
Lisa Acerbo (Trumbull, CT) 
Marcia Vogler (Charlotte) 
Miriam Adams (Hinesburg) 

Nancy Leeman (Huntington) 
Nancy Stone (Williston) 
Nicole Gadouas (Swanton) 
Olin P (Middlebury) 
Patrick McAllister (Burlington) 
Pedro Salas (Starksboro) 
Peter Aldrich (Essex Junction) 
Richard Crocker (Burlington) 
Sandra Morris (East Middlebury) 
Sandra VanVooren (East Hartford, CT) 
Sarah Rosedahl (North Hero) 
Steven Farrar (Richmond) 
Theo Chang Andreu (South Burlington) 
Todd Kiel (Bolton) 
Tonya Whitney (Williston) 
Tricia Knoll (Williston) 
Viviane P (Richmond) 
William Chaiken (posthumous) 

Baba Yaga Treehouse 
Jessica Wilson 

Hope Rises from the Ashes 
Cat McKeen 

From left to right: King Wren (Annette Goyne); Eight Blessings on the Wind (Amanda Makepeace); Galway Shawl, Cardinal (Dara Theodora); Firehawk (Hannah Mahar) 
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Example of Ev’s work-in-progress: an activity page  
that invites us to blend new myths with nature observations. 
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To enter the raffle, photocopy or cut out this ticket, fill it out (print  
or type, please!), and send it in with $1 to enter. Or send 6 (six)  
tickets in with $5, for extra chances to win. 

Send tickets by October 15 for the drawing about November 1. 

Birds of Vermont Museum, attn. raffle  
900 Sherman Hollow Road  
Huntington, Vermont 05462  

If possible, please plan to pick up the carving if you win.  

Spencer Hardy  
showing us a Vermont bee 

Taran Catania  
celebrating a shorebird  

Ginger Lubkowitz  
volunteering on Race day 

John Peckham 
taking an unusual view  
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BIRDS and MYTH ART SHOW  

A NATURALIST’S GUIDE to 
DRAWING and PAINTING BIRDS  

OVER THE “HUMP” CONCERT: 
BLUES FOR BREAKFAST 

BUTTERFLY and BUG WALK 

FOREST SITS 

ARTIST RECEPTION for BIRDS and MYTH 

BIRD MONITORING WALKS 

BIRD-CRAFT for COMMUNITY  
and CONSERVATION 

SUNSET BIRD/NATURE WALKS 

TREE IDENTIFICATION  
for BIRDERS and FRIENDS 

Rust Bird 
Henry S 
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#AskBob 

Q: Whom would you most like to meet? 

A: My great-grandfather, Alonzo Spear, who served in the 
2nd Vermont Regiment from first Bull Run to  
Appomattox in the Civil War. 

q Board members: Becky Cozzens, Bill Mayville, Brian 
Werneke, David Sunshine, Jim Osborn, John Broscious, 
John Peckham, Kari Jo Spear, Mae Mayville, Taran 
Catania, and Zac Cota-Weaver 

q Docents: Dick Affolter, Bobbi LoCicero, Evergreen 
Erb, Gail Yanowitch, and Stevie Spencer 

q Interns: Abby Philips and Ev McIndoo 

q Special donations: Janne Giles, Kerry Hurd, Linda Hurd, 
and Mark Paul 

q Special projects: Alice Dodge, Amy Seidl, Anne 
Dannenberg, Britt Nielsen, Carol Talmage, David 
Cozzens, John Gergely, Juno Stahl, Louanne Nielsen, 

Megan Pratt, Michele Patenaude, Rebecca Murphy, Rita 
Sloan, Ryan Elliott, Sarah Hooghuis with the Audubon 
Vermont Junior Conservation Technicians, and Susan 
McCown 

q Volunteer Work Day: Anisha Paul, Bill Mayville, Bobbi 
LoCicero, Chris LaNeuville, Gail Yanowitch, Jamie 
Quint, Jim Morris, Kerry Hurd, Linda Hurd, Liz Lee,  
Mae Mayville, Megan Pierce, Rogan Poquette, and Wil 
Musselman 

q Walk Leaders: Ali Wagner, Bill Mayville, Mae Mayville, 
Pat Phillips, Sam Darmstadt, and Tom Jiamachello 

MEANDER for MUSHROOMS  

GMWC CARVE-IN and ANNUAL MEETING 

THE BIG SIT! 

DALA HORSE CARVING CLASS 

More details, registrations, and changes at 
https://www.birdsofvermont.org/ 

special-upcoming 

GREAT BLUE HERON  
3-DAY WOODCARVING 
SEMINAR 

GREEN MOUNTAIN WOODCARVERS 52nd  
ANNUAL SHOW 

MINI VULTURE NEEDLE FELTING WORKSHOP 
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Kari Jo at the very warm Death Valley National Park 
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Kari Jo Spear, daughter of Bob Spear, is a writer of young adult novels and more. Her young adult novel, Under the 
Willow, is available through amazon. 

Her collection of stories, The Carver’s Daughter: A Memoir, is available in the museum,  as well as from all major 
online booksellers, including bookshop.org. An eBook version is available also. 

Kari Jo is on the web at https://carversdaughter.blogspot.com/. You can follow her on Facebook as Carver’s Daughter 
https://www.facebook.com/Carvers-Daughter-105285684579200. 

Lynn Tuttle joined her woodcarving husband Dave Tuttle most of days when he taught carving classes at the  
Museum. Lynn spent her time chatting with students, volunteers, and staff. Her humor and grace added joy to every 
day she spent at the museum. She also enjoyed dropping by the Waterbury Flea Market during carving classes.   

We remember her for the love she shared about her family, her great stories, and her delightful apple Kuchken.  
Others knew her as a teacher, a mom, a grandma, and for her work within her community.  

Lynn passed away in June 2025. The entire Museum community sends our deepest condolences to her family and 
friends. Her obituary is published at https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/brattleboro/name/lynn-tuttle-
obituary?id=58540715. 



#AskBob 

Q: What is your pet peeve?  

A: Those, who from ignorance or greed, damage the earth. 

#AskBob comes from a collection of answers given in 1989 to John 
Johnson of the Burlington Free Press. 


